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First EU pilot project for new cross-border rail services enables travel from Prague to Copenhagen via Berlin without changing trains
[bookmark: _Hlk56166402]In cooperation with DB, ČD and DSB: three European capitals directly linked by rail • Operational since mid-June
(Berlin, 26 June 2026) The first EU pilot project for new cross-border rail services has successfully launched. Since 14 June, a direct rail connection has been in operation between Prague, Berlin and Copenhagen, with two daily pairs of trains (outward and return journey) as well as a seasonal overnight service. The new Deutsche Bahn (DB) service is being run in cooperation with Czech Railways (ČD) and Danish State Railways (DSB).
This cross-border service is one of 10 pilot projects supported by the European Commission and the first brand new connection. The Commission selected Prague-Berlin-Copenhagen as one of its projects for overcoming obstacles in international rail transport, improving market conditions and developing attractive, sustainable mobility services in Europe. The trinational connection offers passengers a green option for travelling from Prague to Copenhagen via Berlin without changing trains and in so doing establishes a direct rail link between three European capitals.
The launch ceremony for the EU pilot project will be held today at Berlin Central Station, to be attended by DB Board Member for Long Distance Passenger Transport Michael Peterson, German Federal Minister of Transport Patrick Schnieder, European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism Apostolos Tzitzikostas, Berlin Transport Senator Ute Bonde, ČD CEO Michal Krapinec and DSB CEO Flemming Jensen.
Michael Peterson, DB Board Member for Long Distance Passenger Transport: "Europe is becoming more interconnected than ever by rail. This new direct service is a continuation of our strategy of expanding cross-border transportation. Thanks to support from Brussels, the booming international rail sector is getting a further boost."
Patrick Schnieder, German Federal Minister of Transport: “Three capital cities, three countries, one direct connection – this sends a strong signal in favour of climate-friendly mobility, comfortable travel and an efficient rail network at the heart of Europe. I would like to thank the Czech, Danish and, of course, German railways for putting the idea of a united Europe into practice here on the railways and bringing it to life.”

Apostolos Tzitzikostas, European Commissioner for Sustainable Transport and Tourism: “Today in Berlin, we mark an important milestone for high-speed rail in Europe. This new connection is a tangible example of what a better connected, more resilient and competitive Europe can deliver for its citizens. By better linking three major capitals along the Trans-European Transport Network, we are bringing Europeans closer together and strengthening cross-border mobility. Since 2023, the European Commission has supported this initiative through the Action Plan to boost long-distance and cross-border passenger rail services. With the Connecting Europe Facility, we will continue to invest in key infrastructure along the route, helping remove bottlenecks, shorten journey times and build a stronger, more connected European Union.”
Ute Bonde, Berlin's Senator for Mobility, Transport, Climate Protection and the Environment: “Berlin is not just the German capital – Berlin is also the beating heart of the European rail network. The fact that we now have direct rail links between Prague, Berlin and Copenhagen sends a strong signal: for climate-friendly travel, for a Europe that is growing closer together. And for Berlin as a hub for international rail transport. Anyone boarding a train in our city today can travel all the way to the Öresund or to the Bohemian metropolis without having to change trains. That is Europe.”
Michal Krapinec, CEO České dráhy: “Railways are bringing Europe closer together than ever before. The direct connection between Prague, Berlin and Copenhagen shows how railway operators can jointly create an attractive and sustainable travel option. I am delighted that our most modern ComfortJet trains are serving this route.”
Flemming Jensen, CEO Danske Statsbaner: “It is a great pleasure to see how we, as train operators across borders, can help bring Europeans closer together. We look forward to collaborating on more routes that can meet the growing demand for travelling by train.”
Two daily pairs of year-round trains (outward and return journey) have been running on the new route since 14 June – with journey times in the regular timetable of around seven hours between Copenhagen and Berlin and eleven hours between Copenhagen and Prague. Trains to Copenhagen travel via Hamburg, Schleswig, Kolding, Odense and other stops, while trains to Prague travel via stops including Dresden, Bad Schandau, Děčín and Ústí nad Labem. 
Services depart from Berlin Central Station at 10:34 and 14:34 and arrive at Copenhagen Central Station at 18:16 and 22:16, in the regular timetable at 17:38 and 21:38 respectively. In the opposite direction, they leave Copenhagen Central Station at 06:22 and 10:22 in the regular timetable, arriving at Berlin Central Station at 13:23 and 17:24 respectively. A seasonal night-time connection will also be offered from mid-June to late August, with services running between Copenhagen and Prague via Hamburg, Berlin and Dresden.
ČD's new ComfortJet trains will serve the line. The trains, which have a top speed of 230 kilometres per hour, can accommodate 555 passengers, including 99 in first class. They offer guests a first-rate travel experience, with a dining car, frequency-transparent windows, Wi-Fi, a children's cinema and adjustable seats. There is space on board for 12 bicycles and a platform lift is available for wheelchair travellers.

DB is participating in three of the European Commission-backed pilot projects for new cross-border long-distance rail connections. In addition to Prague-Berlin-Copenhagen, another project will see a new direct connection from Munich to Milan and Rome enter into service in the 2027 timetable. The third project is the new direct ICE L service between Berlin, Hamburg, Copenhagen and Oslo, which is set to launch in mid-2028.

Note to editors
Photos from the event will be available from 3.30 pm via this link: https://mediathek.deutschebahn.com/marsDB/ko/de/8791007
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